WILLIAM JOYCE
country fool, picked him up, and carrying him to a vaulting
school they there had a very pretty collation both of eating
and drinking; after which sweet William, being a brisk
young fellow, had a game at hey gammar-cook with them
both, in which he lost all the money he had in his breeches.
He began to be uneasy at his loss, but they coaxing him up
with promises of his having or finding his money again,
they drank him to a pitch of being non compos mentis, when,
falling asleep, they left him to pay the reckoning of four
pounds odd money.
Then he roved down to the waterside, where, seeing a
waterman taking a good heavy trunk into his boat to carry
to Fulham, without any company, he told the waterman,
whose name was William Bennet, that he had business at
Fulham too, and asked what he must have to carry him
thither. The waterman demanded a shilling, to which he
consented ; so into the boat he steps. It being night before
they arrived within a mile of the place, what does Joyce do
but, with a good oaken plant he had in his hand, give the
waterman such a shrewd blow under the ear that, being
stunned, he fell all along backwards. Joyce followed it with
another sharp blow on the head, then presently tied his
hands and feet with his garters, crammed a handkerchief
into his mouth, and rowing the boat to Barn Elms there
breaks open the trunk. He found a great deal of good
clothes, which he would not meddle with; but searching to
the bottom he found a hundred pounds in silver in a bag,
forty guineas in a green purse, a gold watch, and a silver
box in which were four rich diamond rings.
With this booty he went ashore, and lived riotously up
and down the country till it was almost consumed; and
being then at Chatham, he there happened into the company
of one James Corbet, a young reformade, just come ashore
from on board the Royal Oak. Now, understanding that he
had about fifty or sixty guineas about him, and that he was
to ride post to London next morning, Joyce was resolved
to make himself master of this money that night. In order
thereto, pretending that he was invited to one Captain
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